
Don’t play with fire, Orinda. Study these seven facts and vote Yes on R. 

By Orinda Vice Mayor Amy Worth and Orinda City Councilmember Dennis Fay 

With another deadly and destructive fire season upon us, wildfire prevention work in Orinda CANNOT 
WAIT. Voting Yes on R will allow Orinda to get to work on important preventative work to reduce 
wildfire risk.  

We have been lucky that local wildfires in nearby Moraga and Lafayette were brought under control 
quickly before causing significant loss of life or property. But we cannot rely on luck alone. Without 
delay, we must fund the proven wildfire prevention strategies recommended by our firefighting 
professionals.  

When Orinda voters study the facts, they’ll agree that voting Yes on R is the smart and responsible 
choice to protect our homes, families and safety. 

Fact #1: Orinda has an immediate plan to quickly reduce wildfire risk. 
The Orinda City Council has been clear and unanimous in its plan to aggressively utilize the initial 
proceeds from Measure R over the next five years to reduce fire risk by reducing flammable 
vegetation, creating fire breaks, ensuring defensible space and safe evacuation routes as 
recommended by local fire professionals. 

Fact #2: Orinda has a longer-term plan to maintain wildfire safety and critical infrastructure. 
After the first five years, Measure R funds will remain available to keep brush, vegetation and other fire 
fuels at safe levels. Funding priorities will be rebalanced to address identified priorities like upgrading 
aging and deteriorating storm drains, to prevent flooding and sinkholes, and maintain our recently 
improved roads to ensure they do not deteriorate. These plans are detailed in the Road and Drainage 
Repair Plan last adopted by the City Council in 2019.   

Fact #3: Measure R builds upon a proven track record.  
Eight years ago Orinda’s roads were rated among the worst in the Bay Area and Orinda voters 
approved a modest increase in the sales tax rate to fund road repairs. All scheduled road 
improvements were completed on budget and ahead of schedule, as documented by the Citizens’ 
Infrastructure Oversight Commission. Orinda’s roads are now among the best in Contra Costa County. 
Voting YES on R renews and increases the expiring voter-approved sales tax to now fund wildfire 
prevention and other infrastructure improvements. With eight years of documented responsible 
spending, we can be confident Measure R will produce similar results for wildfire safety.  

Fact #4: Measure R continues strict accountability and oversight. 
Measure R requires an independent citizens’ oversight committee and mandatory annual audits to 
review the use of funds and report findings to the public.  All funds must be used locally and cannot be 



taken by Sacramento. These safeguards led to Orinda’s successful road improvement program and will 
ensure similar success for wildfire prevention. 
 
Fact #5: The cost of Measure R is modest.  
It increases our local sales tax rate ½¢ (50¢ on a $100 purchase). Essential purchases like groceries and 
prescription medicine are exempt to reduce the burden for residents on fixed or limited incomes. Sales 
tax is a pass-through cost that won’t burden struggling businesses nor create a competitive 
disadvantage. Orinda’s sales tax rate will be the same as Moraga’s. 
 
Fact #6: Voting no may be far more costly. 
Due to fire risk, some Orinda homeowners have seen their fire insurance policies canceled or steep 
increases in premiums. Without Measure R, growing wildfire risk will likely increase home insurance 
premiums by more than the modest cost of this measure and insurance companies may stop offering 
fire insurance policies here.  
 
Fact #7: Orinda’s trusted leaders support Measure R. 
Measure R is endorsed by Orinda’s Mayor and City Council, 10 former Orinda mayors, State Senator 
Steve Glazer, former Senator Don Perata, Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, all candidates for 
Orinda City Council and the Orinda Firewise Council, which focuses on promoting fire safety in Orinda.  
 
For more information visit SaferOrinda.org. When you study the facts, the choice is obvious.  Vote Yes 
on R for a safer Orinda. 


