
Orinda Measure R 
 
When we moved to Orinda in 1973, it was not long after the county had completed 
restoring Camino Sobrante around the north side of Lake Cascade. That piece of 
road was neglected for the next 40 years! From a smooth roadway, it became 
something to avoid. And, that's the history of just one of the nearby roads that 
declined during those 40 years. Because we really cannot let Orinda's infrastructure 
decline like this for the next 40 years, I'm supporting Measure R this November. 
 
Ronald W. Phelon 
Orinda 
 
Vote yes on Measure R 
 
I will never forget frantically packing the car with my one year old and a diaper bag 
to flee the approaching flames of the Oakland fire in 1991. After we moved over the 
hill from Oakland to Orinda nearly 20 years ago, I was struck by the magnitude of 
fire hazards I saw here --from piles of dry branches to the lack of defensible space 
around most houses. 
While our family was spared that time, the situation now in Orinda is dire with 
decades of fuel that is ready to burn with the next freakish lightning storm or a 
spark from a lawn mower. Orinda is clearly not ready. 
Efforts such as the chipper program are a big help,but need to be greatly expanded 
to make a substantial dent in fuel reduction. Dead trees and branches need to be 
removed before they potentially block major escape routes, trapping people in their 
cars as they did in Paradise. 
For these and many other reasons, I strongly support Measure R, the half-cent 
sales tax measure on the November ballot. For people who say now is not the time, 
the next firestorm is not going to wait. We cannot rely on existing city funds as only 
7% of property tax actually stays in Orinda. The money generated from a very 
small tax increase (50 cents per $100 spent in Orinda - not including food at 
Safeway) can pay for programs that directly help homeowners do large scale brush 
and branch removal to protect their home and their neighbor's. 
The city has pledged that a majority of the funds from Measure R will go to fire 
prevention, just as the current sales tax has vastly improved Orinda roads. This is 
our chance to save our town from the devastation we have seen from wildfires all 
over Northern California. 
Please join me in voting YES on Measure R. 
Elisabeth Jewel 
Orinda 

 

 

 



Measure R endorsement 
 
I am writing in support of Measure R on the November ballot. We are blessed with a 
wonderful community in a beautiful environment. We have worked hard to maintain 
what we have been given and must keep the efforts up. A major concern and 
responsibility is, as it should be, protection and enhancement of our infrastructure 
that includes fire prevention, roads, and storm drains. 
Why city involvement in fire prevention when we have a fire department? There has 
always been a cooperative effort between the city and MOFD to address the shared 
concern for fire prevention. The fire department is allocating increased resources to 
fuel management, but more needs to be done. Remember we are citizens and 
taxpayers of both agencies and we all need to work together. This measure will 
allow the city to do more on this front as well as address other important 
infrastructure needs such as road maintenance and storm drains. While the 
measure does not restrict the city's allocation of the funds, knowing this 
community's involvement in Orinda's operations, there will be accountability 
including a citizens' oversight committee and audits. 
As a founding director of MOFD, serving from 1997 to 2014, I have seen the 
community engage when needed. We brought paramedics to Orinda and the 
community rallied to bring our roads up to the level we have now. It is time to 
commit to maintaining that standard and bring our fire prevention efforts to that 
same level. Measure R will do that. 
John Wyro 
Orinda 

 

Safer Orinda - Vote Yes on Measure R 
 
Measure R will address urgent fire safety issues, repair critical storm drains and 
protect our hard fought investment in our roads. 
When I was campaigning for City Council in 2018, I talked with a couple that has 
lived in Orinda for a very long time. At one point they asked me to come into their 
house and showed me a picture of Orinda from the 1940 or 50s. The picture 
showed hills with a few oaks and not much else. If you look at that same location 
now, it is covered with trees and other vegetation. We need to make up for years of 
growth that was not abated, and we need to do it quickly because climate change is 
increasing the risk of wildfires. 
 
Last year, Fire Chief Winnacker received a grant (around $4 million) for the North 
Orinda Fuel Break. This was very helpful, but he believes we need to do more. We 
rely on the Fire Chief's frank assessment of fire related issues, and when he says 
we need to do more to protect our residents, the City Council listens. 
Measure R will allow Orinda to start immediately on urgently needed fire fuels 
reduction, followed by repair of failing storm drains. After the critical storm drains 



have been repaired and wildfire fuels have been mitigated, which is about the time 
roads will need additional resources, sales tax revenue will then be available for 
road maintenance and to maintain the progress made in fire fuels reduction. 
After spending the last decade implementing a plan to improve our roads, we need 
to protect our investment and provide funds to keep the roads in good condition. 
Please join me in voting Yes on Measure R for a safer, better Orinda. 
 
Dennis Fay 
Orinda 

 


