
Yes on Measure R 

 

Orinda, we have just had the driest winter in at least 12 years in Orinda. And it 

looks like we are facing many more years of hotter and drier weather. We are also 

witnessing the devastating effects of this on communities across California and the 

entire West Coast. We need to take action NOW and start to fix a problem that has 

grown (literally) over the last 50 years in Orinda--too many dangerous trees and 

shrubs. The Measure R sales tax will begin to make a significant dent in this 

problem immediately. The first years of the tax will be primarily dedicated to fire 

fuel reduction, which is our biggest hazard right now. This mitigation work will 

include All residents (including those who live on private roads). When we've 

tackled that, the money will be available for maintenance (trees grow back) as well 

as fixing collapsing storm drains and keeping up road maintenance. Property taxes 

in Orinda do not provide sufficient funding (due to Prop 13) to do this necessary 

work. Measure R will ensure that we protect our community. Let's all support 

Measure R on the November 3rd ballot. 

Abe Mintz 

Member Orinda Finance Advisory Committee 

 

Vote yes on Measure R 

 

Driving through the streets of Orinda I am always thankful to be in such a beautiful 

place surrounded by lush trees and rolling hills. We need to protect this great 

environment by taking responsibility for its management. Measure R is designed to 

do just that. It will help reduce the fire risk by providing funds to reduce overgrown 

vegetation and overhanging branches and trees and will help keep evacuation 

routes clear. It will allow Orinda to expand the chipper program to help residents 

clear their lots of brush and overgrown shrubbery. Long term it will also provide 

money to replace failing storm drains and keep the roads in good condition. 

This tax money stays in Orinda and will be used only for Orinda. It will provide 

much needed support for the current and ongoing maintenance of the city. I urge 

you to vote yes on Measure R. 

Nancy Booth 

Orinda 

 

Vote yes on Measure R 

 

There seems to be some misunderstanding regarding Measure R on your ballot in 

the upcoming election; what it is and is not, what it does and does not do plus why 

we need it. Approving it will remove the existing « cent sales tax measure 

previously approved by the voters and replaces it with a 1 cent sales tax. It is 

neither a parcel tax nor a bond measure. When you make a taxable purchase in 

Orinda the tax you pay will increase by one-half cent. That does not seem like will 



generate much funding to use except that when you buy a "big ticket" item in 

another city [like a new car] the tax paid comes back Orinda for our use. The 

previous 0.5% sales tax increase generated about a million dollars plus per year 

and is how we had the funds to start fixing our public roads. Then two bond 

measures passed and repairs began in earnest. 

The repair Plan/program is a success and by the end of this [2020] construction 

season will have taken the roads from "failed/poor" to "very good" with some 

"excellent". By this time next year all the bond money will have been spent doing 

what was promised; fixing roads and the shallow drains under them. Why do we 

need another tax even one as modest as R? During the review of the Plan two 

problems became apparent; first, there was no funding for maintenance of the work 

done and second, no funding to repair/replace the deep drains under the main 

roads [like Miner Road] add to these the need to fund for fire fuels mitigation to 

help prevent the kind disaster that has become too common in CA the last two 

years. 

Measure R provides a stable source of funds [about $3 million plus] to address all 

three of the above needs. We have made a significant investment [over $53 

million] in the infrastructure and quality of life of our City and now it is time to 

protect our investment. Vote yes on Measure R! 

Terry Murphy 

Orinda 


