
Why I'm voting for Measure R 
 
As a member of the Board of Directors of the Contra Costa Taxpayer's Association I 
pay a lot of attention when a sales tax increase is on the ballot. So when I heard 
that Orinda wants to increase the City sales tax from half cent to one cent, I did 
research. I learned that Richmond and Antioch already have a one-cent sales tax. 
So does Moraga, where many Orinda residents go to shop at TJ Maxx, and to the 
nursery and the hardware stores. The Cities that have kept a one half-cent sales 
tax are the cities with lots of retail shopping centers, unlike Orinda. I learned that 
Orinda receives the sales tax income when an Orinda resident buys a car even 
though the car dealership is located outside of Orinda. It only makes sense to keep 
that sales tax inside Orinda, where it can be put to use improving our storm drains, 
enhancing fire safety, and keeping our local roads repaired. I think Orindans know 
best when it comes to tax issues impacting Orinda, and I am voting yes on Measure 
R for a safer Orinda. 
Joe Fitzpatrick 
Orinda 
 

Measure R is NOT a Road Tax 
 
Measure R is a general tax, and by law cannot be specified. The Orinda city council 
plan and the campaign literature, which by law CAN state the intentions, is to front- 
load fire prevention for the first five years, with roads/storm drains maintained. As 
road work needs increase and needs for heavy duty fire prevention decrease, 
priorities would be rebalanced. Written assurances from Mayor Gee and 
Councilmember Fay state this. A citizen oversight committee will insure the revenue 
is spent as intended. Saferorinda.org outlines the plan. 
We see, breathe and read every day that wildfires are increasing. As a result the 
homeowners insurance market is collapsing. Insurance companies now look at 
whole neighborhoods and towns. AND they are looking at infrastructure to 
determine the potential for wildfire survival. Measure R is actually an integrated fire 
prevention plan that will give us some ability to fight back against the insurance 
companies. 
There are two opponents to Measure R: the No-tax people and the private roads 
people. I don't know any of the no-tax folks. I have spoken with the private road 
people extensively. Their 5-year parcel tax would raise just over $1 million per 
year, result in less work in the early years than the sales tax can accomplish and 
provides no ongoing revenue to maintain the initial fuel reduction. A special election 
would be required at an extra cost to the city. Because property taxes are collected 
and distributed periodically, that money won't show up until December 2021 at the 
earliest. Why go to all this extra trouble when this general tax would be more 
comprehensive, raise more money and make it available faster? 
The private road people have been at all the city council meetings when the general 
tax was discussed. They know very well it cannot be specified but insist on calling it 
a road tax. They refuse to acknowledge a citizen oversight committee is part of the 



tax and say they cannot trust the council despite the current 0.5% general tax 
having been spent exactly as the city council promised. 
Melanie Light 
Orinda Vote 

 
 
Yes on Measure R! 
 
Please join me in supporting this essential ballot measure and proving for a safer 
Orinda. Just eight years ago, Orinda voters approved a modest increase in the sales 
tax rate to fund repairs to Orinda's deteriorating roads. This critical funding source 
has helped complete road improvements on time and on budget but is set to 
expire. Measure R renews the expiring voter-approved sales tax and increases the 
rate by «› (50› on a $100 purchase) to provide locally-controlled funding for local 
needs, including: Improving wildfire safety by controlling hazardous brush and 
vegetation throughout Orinda Protecting neighborhoods, schools, fire stations, 
roads and bridges from wildfire by maintaining defensible space Repairing aging 
and collapsing storm drains to prevent flooding, sinkholes, and maintain safe 
evacuation routes Improving disaster preparedness by enhancing emergency 
communications, early alerts and evacuation planning Maintaining roads to 
minimize future costly repair This very modest tax is incredibly valuable in ensuring 
the safety of our community. Please vote YES on Measure R! 
Dean Orr 
Orinda 

 
 
Yes on Measure R 

 
I am writing to say that my husband and myself are in favor of Measure R. It is a 
modest sales tax (1%) that will do so much for Orinda. It renews the expiring sales 
tax used to repair the roads and adds another 1/2 cent. This sales tax will do many 
things for Orinda. It will help to maintain the roads now that they are repaired, 
improve wildfire safety for the first few years by controlling brush and vegetation 
growth, and also is slated to repair aging storm drains to prevent flooding and 
sinkholes. The sales tax does not occur on groceries and medicine so it reduces the 
burden on residents on fixed incomes. 
Please join us in supporting Measure R. It will be used for making Orinda safer 
which is something all of us can get behind. 
Bob and Cheri Etheredge 
Orinda 

 
 
Yes on Measure R 

 
Orinda residents should vote yes on Measure R. My young family lives in the Orinda 
hills and each morning that I drive these windy roads with my two preschool aged 
children, I am reminded what dire need we are of increased fire mitigation to keep 
all of our families safe. 



Wildfire prevention is urgently needed now more than ever because of years of 
growth buildup and Orinda's all-time high risk of fire danger. Measure R will devote 
the needed funds to fire fuel reduction including an expanded chipper program and 
cleanup of overhanging branches and trees that endanger evacuation routes. All 
Orinda residents will benefit from the funds, including those on private roads. I've 
seen the terrifying pictures of other fires where trees fell and blocked roads and 
with these needed upgrades to keep our roads clear from unnecessary brush, we 
can avoid that disaster in our community. 
For our families, for our young children, for the future of Orinda, let's vote yes on 
Measure R, providing badly-needed funding for fuel reduction along roads and other 
measures to improve our chances of surviving a wildfire. Please, vote yes to help 
keep Orinda safe! 
Betsy Ream 
Orinda 




