
Vote Yes on Measure R 
 As a homeowner in Orinda, I write in support of the very small 0.5% tax 

increase that Measure R stipulates. The measure is written as an increase of 1% 
because Orinda already has a sales tax of 0.5%, which is set to expire, so this 
measure only increases what we are used to spending by 0.5%. 

 I support this measure because of how Orinda plans to spend this money: 
dedicated to fire prevention and mitigation. Although as an individual 
homeowner, I have taken steps to ameliorate fire hazards on my property, 
individual homeowners cannot do it alone. 

 Through this measure, Orinda will have a continual, consistent funding 
source to keep our community as fire safe as possible. Moraga has already 
passed a measure on this issue, and it’s time for Orinda to do the same. When I 
hear about communities being dropped from insurance policies, I worry. When I 
smell the smoke from nearby fires, I worry. I am so grateful that I can turn 
these worries into action by voting YES on Measure R. 

We Have a Chance to Make Serious Progress 
 In the fall of 1984, I stood in my driveway and watched a grass fire, started 

by a tossed cigarette, burn less than 200 feet away. When the fire reached a 
Monterey pine tree, it looked as though the tree had been napalmed. With an 
audible “whoomp” it burst into flames – an exploding tree. 

 It was a hot dry day, but fortunately, not windy. Still, I climbed on my roof 
with a garden hose and wetted down our wood-shake roof. 

 Times have changed a bit. We’ve had an asphalt shingle roof since 1994. We 
removed 13 Monterey pines, and we’ve changed our landscaping to reflect a 
hotter, drier climate. But climate change has lengthened the fire season and 
made us all less safe. 

 We have a chance to make serious progress on the vegetative fuel load that 
has been planted in Orinda since the 1940s, when it was grass and native oak 
trees. Measure R on the November ballot will increase Orinda’s sales tax by half 
a cent. The city council has stated that the first years of the tax will be used 
primarily to tackle the long-overdue project of removing brush and overhanging 
trees to reduce fire hazards and keep evacuation routes open. We need to do 
this. The cost of this measure is far less than the insurance premium increases 
many of us are paying. Let’s get to work! 

– Linda Landau

Look Out the Window 
 To those who believe that Measure R is the wrong tax at the wrong time, let 

me encourage you to look out your windows. 

Maggie Reeves



    Having studied fire science at advanced levels, Orinda Chief David Winnacker 
knows where and how a fire is likely to start: Briones, at night from a lightning 
strike, after a dry winter increases excess fuel buildup, with windy conditions, 
and CalFire fighters strained by other fires. If that doesn’t sound familiar, open 
the drapes, turn on the TV, or log in. Better yet, make sure you are registered 
for the CWS alert system and pay attention to emergency evacuation 
information.   
    Involvement with the Fire Neighborhood Council has taught me that Orinda 
citizens are eager for aggressive efforts to mitigate years of dry fuel 
buildup. Many neighborhoods are organized to promote fuel mitigation, but we 
lack the resources needed to catch up and keep up with the backlog. Measure R 
will front load that effort and provide an ongoing source of funds to continue the 
work for the next 20 years.  
    The national COVID-19 virus situation and the smoky sky outside my window 
demonstrate once again how interdependent we are. This tiny tax increase 
allows the community to invest in vital roads and storm drains in addition to fire 
prevention. The Orinda Firewise council is committed to oversight of Measure R 
spending to ensure it is focused on the needs identified in the neighborhoods. I 
live on a private road that is included in the fire prevention efforts supported by 
this tax, an investment in the common good if there ever was one.   
    – Dan Detzner 

 

Safer Orinda: Vote Yes on Measure R 
    Measure R will address urgent fire safety issues, repair critical storm drains 
and protect our hard fought investment in our roads. 
    When I was campaigning for city council in 2018, I talked with a couple that 
has lived in Orinda for a very long time. At one point they asked me to come 
into their house and showed me a picture of Orinda from the 1940 or 50s. The 
picture showed hills with a few oaks and not much else. If you look at that same 
location now, it is covered with trees and other vegetation. We need to make up 
for years of growth that was not abated, and we need to do it quickly because 
climate change is increasing the risk of wildfires.   
    Last year, Fire Chief Winnacker received a grant (around $4 million) for the 
North Orinda Fuel Break. This was very helpful, but he believes we need to do 
more. We rely on the Fire Chief’s frank assessment of fire-related issues, and 
when he says we need to do more to protect our residents, the city council 
listens.  
    Measure R will allow Orinda to start immediately on urgently needed fire 
fuels reduction, followed by repair of failing storm drains. After the critical storm 
drains have been repaired and wildfire fuels have been mitigated, which is 
about the time roads will need additional resources, sales tax revenue will then 



be available for road maintenance and to maintain the progress made in fire 
fuels reduction.  
    After spending the last decade implementing a plan to improve our roads, we 
need to protect our investment and provide funds to keep the roads in good 
condition.  
    Please join me in voting Yes on Measure R for a safer, better Orinda. 
    – Dennis Fay, Orinda 

 

More Needs to be Done: Yes on Measure R 
    I am writing in support of Measure R on the November ballot. We are blessed 
with a wonderful community in a beautiful environment. We have worked hard 
to maintain what we have been given and must keep the efforts up. A major 
concern and responsibility is, as it should be, protection and enhancement of 
our infrastructure that includes fire prevention, roads and storm drains. 
    Why city involvement in fire prevention when we have a fire department? 
There has always been a cooperative effort between the city and MOFD to 
address the shared concern for fire prevention. The fire department is allocating 
increased resources to fuel management, but more needs to be done. 
Remember we are citizens and taxpayers of both agencies and we all need to 
work together. This measure will allow the city to do more on this front as well 
as address other important infrastructure needs such as road maintenance and 
storm drains. While the measure does not restrict the city’s allocation of the 
funds, knowing this community’s involvement in Orinda’s operations, there will 
be accountability, including a citizens’ oversight committee and audits. 
    As a founding director of MOFD, serving from 1997 to 2014, I have seen the 
community engage when needed. We brought paramedics to Orinda and the 
community rallied to bring our roads up to the level we have now. It is time to 
commit to maintaining that standard and bring our fire prevention efforts to 
that same level. Measure R will do that. 
    – John Wyro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


